“Connections and Explorations”--Grade 6 Summer Reading 2009—Gideon Welles School
Your tasks: (1) Read one fiction book OF YOUR CHOICE. (2) As you read, make a list of topics in the story. (3) Find a non-

fiction source that explores one of these topics. (4) Think about how the non-fiction source helped you understand the fiction

book. You may want to make some notes about this to help you write about your reading when you begin 6" grade.

DO NOT LIMIT YOURSELF TO THE SAMPLE TITLES ON THIS LIST! The non-fiction connections listed below are

only suggestions. Have fun reading! Mrs. Benson — Library Media Specialist
https://www.glastonburyus.org/schools/gideon/librarymedia/Pages/default.aspx

Title of Fiction Book Author Possible Non-fiction Connections/Explorations
Attack of the Turtle (Historical fiction) Bushnell’s Submarine (biography) by Arthur Lefkowitz ;
Nutmeg 2010 Carlson, Drew any non-fiction book on the Revolutionary War, submarines,

Y oung patriot, Nathan Wade, helps his cousin
David Bushnell test a new invention, a small
submarine known as the Turtle.

inventors or inventions
So You Want to be an Inventor (Small)
Girls Think of Everything (Thimmesh)

Paint the Wind (Realistic fiction)

(Nutmeg 2010)

Orphaned Maya leaves the restricted home of
her grandmother to stay with her mother’s
family on a ranch in Wyoming.

Ryan, Pam Munoz

Wild Horses: Galloping Through Time by Kelly Halls
any factual book about horses, living on a ranch, Wyoming,
endangered animals ...

Sand Dollar Summer (Realistic fiction)

Lise and her younger brother spend a summer
on the Maine coast as their mother recuperates
from a serious auto accident. Lise is afraid of
the ocean and what lies below.

Jones, Kimberly

Beaches: Tracking Trash (Burns) ;

Foods: It’s Disgusting and We Ate It! (Solheim) ;

any non-fiction book about the sea (seashells, sea creatures,
hurricanes...);

Autobiography: Small Steps; the Year I Got Polio by Peg
Kehret (overcoming physical challenges)

A Dog’s Life (Nutmeg 2010) (Animal Fiction)
A stray puppy named Squirrel relates her story,
detailing her experiences with busy highways,
humans and “friends”.

Martin, Ann

The Right Dog for the Job by Dorothy Patent ;
any non-fiction book about dogs, animal rescue, veterinarians,

choosing or caring for a pet;
What is My Dog Thinking by Gwen Bailey

Fever 1793 (Historical fiction)
As yellow fever spreads throughout the city of
Philadelphia, Mattie must save her family.

Anderson, Laurie

Yellow Fever: An American Plague (Murphy) ;
any factual book about fighting diseases, epidemics, the
history of medicine...

Please do not read the following books as they are read in 6" grade English classes: Behind the Bedroom Wall (Williams); The
Boggart (Cooper); The Book of Three (Alexander); Flying Solo (Fletcher); The Giver (Lowry); Holes (Sachar); Hoot (Hiaasen);
Lyddie (Paterson); My Brother Sam is Dead (Collier); There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom (Sachar); The True Confessions of
Charlotte Doyle (Avi); Under the Same Sky (DeFelice); View From the Cherry Tree (Roberts).
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Author
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Schooled (Realistic fiction)

Cap (Capricorn) Anderson has a difficult time
making the change from home schooled to
middle school. Then Cap is nominated for
class president!

Korman, Gordon

The Middle School Survival Guide by Arlene Erlbach ;

any Chicken Soup for the Soul book ; factual books about
making friends/friendship; non-fiction books about survival;
Website about starting school:

http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/school/back to school.html

Nory Ryan’s Song (Historical fiction)
The story of the Irish potato famine is told by a
young immigrant girl.

Giff, Patricia Reilly

Any factual book on immigration such as: Immigrant Kids
(Freedman) ; Irish Potato Famine: Black Potatoes (Bartoletti)
Feed the Children First (Lyons)

Swindle (Adventure)

After losing his valuable baseball card to a
mean antiques dealer, Griffin puts together a
team to steal back the card. A menacing guard
dog is only one setback they face.

Korman,Gordon

Baseball:The Legend of the Curse of the Bambino
(Shaughnessy) ;

any non-fiction book about baseball, dogs and dog training,

solving crimes ; collections and hobbies (baseball cards...)

Getting Air (Adventure)

Jimmy and his friends are on their way to
California where they plan to do some major
skateboarding. Their plans change drastically
when their plane is hijacked by terrorists.

Gutman, Dan

Any non-fiction book about skateboarding ( how to make
your own skateboard, do tricks, extreme skateboarding...);
Transworld Skateboarding Magazine (or any other magazine
on the topic)

any factual book about terrorism

The Lightning Thief (Fantasy)

Percy Jackson is the son of a human and a god.
When Zeus’s master lightning bolt is stolen,
Percy is suspected and his life in danger.

Riordan, Rick

Any non-fiction book on mythology, Ancient Greece, Ancient
Rome

Search “mythology” on http://www.kidsclick.org/ for some
great information about gods and goddesses
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